
A visit to a resort or city center designed 
by The Jerde Partnership offers convincing 
evidence of the firm’s unique “placemak-
ing” vision. This vision is concerned with 
creating memorable places where people 
can gather and experience community. Jerde 
is the firm behind the Bellagio resort in 
Las Vegas, the 1984 Olympic Games in Los 
Angeles, and the Mall of America. Nearly 
100 other Jerde-designed places grace cities 
like Budapest, Hong Kong, Los Angeles, 
Osaka, Rotterdam, Seoul, Shanghai and 
Tokyo. More projects are currently under 
construction in Dubai, Hangzhou, Istanbul 
and Warsaw. 

Challenge
Time and Expense of Model 
Creation

No matter how sublime, an architectural 

vision can’t be realized until the client 

embraces the concept. Traditionally, physi-

cal architectural models, painstakingly made 

by hand, are the medium for conveying an 

architectural vision. Such models, however, 

often require the architect to consult at 

length with a specially trained modeler to 

communicate a wealth of design informa-

tion. This step can even require architects 

to translate initial formal concepts into 

detailed drawings simply to enable physical 

model construction.

This laborious process is what prompted 
the Jerde Partnership, based in Los Angeles, 
to turn to 3D printing as one of its architec-
tural modeling methods, a solution that has 
saved considerable time and money while 
dramatically improving the firm’s ability to 
sell its vision.

“We considered this purchase for months,” 
says Al Vass, an associate vice president 
and senior project designer at Jerde.

In early 2005, Jerde thoroughly investigated 
and tested many of the major 3D printing 
technologies, including stereo lithography 
apparatus (SLA) printing, the Dimension® 
SST and the ZPrinter 310 Plus. Vass quickly 
ruled out SLA technology because of its 
price – upwards of $250,000 – and its 
need for a specialized environment, not to 
mention the difficulty of removing supports 
for difficult builds.

Solution
Speed and Affordability of      
the ZPrinter 310 Plus

As part of his comparison, Vass created 
three test files and sent one set each to 

■    The Jerde Partnership – Visionary 
architecture and urban planning firm

■  Challenge – Finding the optimum 
way to convey architectural visions to 
clients, prospects and colleagues

■  Solution - Using the ZPrinter®310 
Plus to print architectural models on 
demand

■  Results - Dramatic reduction in the 
time, cost and labor of architectural 
model creation. Enhanced ability to 
sell architectural innovations to clients  
and prospects.

“Architects just can’t collabo-
rate around a napkin or com-
puter file the same way they 
can around a physical model. 
Architects need to literally 
walk around a design, get their 
hands on it and maybe mark 
it up with a pen. This process 
is as vital as presenting to the 
client and just as rigorous.”  

 – Al Vass
  Associate Vice President and 
  Senior Project Designer
  The Jerde Partnership
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Rendering of a San Diego 
waterfront model

Simple massing model with landscape, for a waterfront competition 
in San Diego, printed with the ZPrinter 310 Plus






